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COMMODORE’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2015 
 

Christmas is now well behind us, and how fast the time is going already ! Let us 

hope the weather starts to improve shortly to allow boat owners to do all those jobs 

needed before re launch. 

I’m very pleased to report that we have started to see an increased interest in 

joining the Club, with the next new member’s meeting (to be held in early March) 

to interview 9 potential members at the moment. As reported to you at the last 

AGM, your committee is pushing a number of initiates to help drive this forward, 

so I am hopeful this is the first sign of success in this area. 

Of these 9 potential new members, 4 are associated with the Southend Sea Cadets, 

where again I’m pleased to be able to tell you we have concluded discussions with 

them with minimal changes to our rules. The most practical solution has been to 

make the sea cadets affiliated members, and to allow cadets from 10 years old, 

rather than our current 11 years, to participate. Bearing in mind the sea cadets are 

always here with semi, or indeed professional, adults we feel this slightly lower 

age is fine. An agreement has now been signed between our respective parties to 

reflect these points, as well as the broader aspects of how this will work between 

us. I am now really looking forward to the access this will give to both parties to 

a broader range of RYA accredited training, as well as the potential for working 

with our own cadets. 

One aspect of the Club I really want to focus on for this year is to drive up the 

level of boat usage generally across the Club, and particularly cruising. So this 

year I am looking to organise a number of more local cruises whereby we have the 

opportunity to cruise in company. I intend to circulate to people the details of those 

cruises using a dedicated email list, so if you think you will be interested please 

let me know – either call, email or leave a note in the Club office letter box for me 

(with contact number if needs be), so I can include you in these. And I’m sure we 

can rustle up some wine and cheese and have a little party ! 

Finally, some of you may be aware already that one of our relatively new members 

– Dick Durham – has a pod cast published in the February issue of Yachting 

monthly. Our secretary elsewhere in this newsletter has included a link for you so 

you can access this if you haven’t seen it already, but as always the Club 

continually needs willing hands to help in a plethora of areas around the Club, so 

please do come forward and volunteer – at the end of the day it is your Club, and 

its success lies in the willingness of members to help out. 

Bob Hough 
Commodore, IYC 

February 2015  
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Social Events: 
Saturday 13th December was the Children’s Christmas Party, 25 young ones come 

along. They enjoyed an afternoon of party games and a visit from Santa. 
 

                   
 

                                             
 

Saturday 20th was the Adult Christmas Dance with live entertainment from Sarah 

O’Shea. All that attended had enjoyable evening. 
 

Wednesday 31st December was New Years Eve which was fully booked and was a 

great Evening. 
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Saturday 17th January we had a Cockney Night with 100 members and guests 

attending. A great night was had by all.  (Thank you Sheila and Team) 
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Saturday 24th January was our monthly Quiz Night we had 6 teams taking part 

and the overall winners were the Linsons with a score of 81 (well done)         
 

                                      
 

Saturday 14th February was the Valentine Dinner and Dance with 36 members 

and guests.  

We enjoyed a great meal provided by Sheila and her team  (well done)  
            

              
  

               
 

Saturday 21st February was our monthly Quiz Night we had 4 teams with a total of 20 

Members and guests the overall winners were the Magnificent 7 with a score of 70. 
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Thursday evenings have recently become Crib Night with numbers increasing as the 

word gets about, so if you have a board and pegs and fancy a change from sitting in 

front of the TV why not  come along and have a bit of fun. 
 

                                          

 

March, 2015 
Sun 15th March:  Mothering Sunday  

Sat 21st March:  Quiz Night 

Sat 28th March:  Snapdragon (Afternoon Lunch)  

April, 2015 
Thu 2nd April:  Fitting out Supper  

Sat  4th April:  Easter Bonnet Dance (Disco) 

Sun 5th April:  Children's Easter Egg Hunt   

Mon 6th April:  Bank Holiday Easter Monday 

Sat 11th April:  Private Function 

Sat 25th April:  Quiz Night 

May, 2015 
Mon 4th May:  Early Bank Holiday Monday  

Fri 15th May:  IYC "At Home"  

Sat 23rd May:  Quiz Night 

Mon 25th May:  Spring Bank Holiday Monday 

Sat 30th May:  Private function 
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Volunteers Wanted 
Have you ever thought what a good experience it can be volunteering at your club? 

Attached is the link to an article that appeared in the February issue of Yachting 

Monthly written by one of our fairly new Members, Dick Durham, who found the 

experience very rewarding.  

Dick Durham podcast - February 2015 - Yachting Monthly. 
http://www.yachtingmonthly.com/podcasts/dick-durham-podcast-february-2015-29072 

As Dick says in his article the workforce in the compound comprises of everyone 

from engineers, architects and boat builders to managers, computer experts and 

tradesmen. But it doesn’t matter if you don’t have these skills. And working in the 

compound is not everyone’s cup of tea, although as Dick says tea is served there.  

Put yourself forward to help with some of the many other jobs that need to be 

done.  

Help Jan on the social side; anyone can put out tables and chairs for an event at 

the club; Perhaps you like working with youngsters or maybe you are skilled at sailing 

and feel that the youngsters are the future of our club so would like to share your 

knowledge; You will always be welcome by Lorraine, the Cadet Leader, to help out 

either at Cadet’s night on a Tuesday or at weekends when the Cadet’s get out on 

the water. What about some gardening? Our grass doesn’t cut its self and the 

boarders and planters around the club will always need attention from someone with 

an interest in plants.  

Chris, the House Manager has replacement of the ladies toilets on his agenda. So 

have you got any skills to help with this? 

What about helping with the race series, volunteers are always required to man the 

safety boats, you would have to be trained and be a suitable person, but there is 

always another volunteer to support you. 

There is no room for ‘lounge lizards’ at the Island Yacht Club, as Dick says in his 

article no one else makes your club the way it is but the Members. With your 

contribution it can be even better and anyone can volunteer you don’t have to be on 

probation.  

However much time you have to spare and whatever skills you have if you want to 

get involved speak to any of the Committee who will welcome you with open arms. 

So as the famous quote goes ‘Ask not what your club can do for you, ask what you 

can do for your club’, or something like that! 
 

THE COMMITTEE 
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IYC BOATING ACTIVITIES 2015 

Adjusted for BST 

Date HW HT RACE &  
CRUISE 

CADET DINGHY EVENTS 
Open/Nat. 

APRIL       

Sat    4 13.42 5.7  Practice   

Sun   5 14.12 5.8   Easter ser.  

Mon  6    14.43 5.8   Easter ser.  

Sat  11 17.41 5.1    Dart18 Dee 

Sat  18 12.17 6.0  Dave Bell   

Sun 19 13.49 6.1   Easter ser.  

MAY       

Fri   1  11.58 5.3  Practice  Bala Cat 
open 

Sat   2 12.36 5.5    Dart18 Dee 

Sun  3 13.42 5.7   Spring  ser.  

Mon 4 13.42 5.7   Spring  ser.  

Sat   9 16.43 5.4  Alpha Marine   

Sun 10 17.31 5.2   Spring  ser.  

Sat 16 11.54 5.7 Boatacs/Ellen 
Rapkin  
R.N.L.I charity 
race 

Practice   

Sat 23 16.53 5.4 Commodores 
Cruise to  

  Dart18 
Stokes Bay 

Sun 24 17.35 5.1 Ramsgate race/series Whitsun ser.  

Mon 25 18.25 4.9   Whitsun ser.  

Sat 30 11.11 5.1 Harty Ferry Practice   

Sun 31 11.55 5.3   Whitsun Ser  
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Moorings and Compound 
A short piece from the Mooring & Compound crew. By the time this is 
released the No.1 rig (the larger rig) will have had new hydraulic hoses 
and safety valves fitted, to enhance the safety of the rig to users and 
boats lifted. Work will have also been done to the prime mover wheels. 
This work was carried out at a quieter time of year to ensure it would be 
done pre spring launch. 
  
A reminder to all berth holders, the upkeep your moorings is your 
responsibility, the Club is not here to undertake work to individual moorings 
except in certain circumstances. Basic materials are held in stock and can 
be obtained from the Mooring & Compound Committee upon request. Work 
will be inspected before being undertaken to ensure appropriate stock is 
released, timber is expensive (1 4”x4” post is around £25!). 
  
A serious point, if you wish to use the tools in the workshop then please 
have the courtesy to ask a member of the team first. Tools have gone 
missing from the workshop and had to be replaced, this eats into our 
budget. Last year we had to replace a £200 battery booster pack as the 
Club’s one went “walkies”, only for the one that went walkies to reappear a 
couple of weeks later. That £200 could’ve been better used elsewhere. 
Other items have gone missing, and anyone found to steal an item will be 
reported to the Flag Officers. We don’t want to lock the workshop all the 
time, but we will if have to. 
  

Just a reminder of the spring launch dates: 
18th  April   –  HW 12:05 6.1m 
  2nd May   –  HW 11:36 5.5m – Bank Holiday weekend 
16th  May   –  HW 10:54 5.8m 
30th  May   –  HW 10:11 5.2m- Bank Holiday weekend 
 6th  June  –  HW 14:54 5.7m 
 
Booking via the usual channels, and of course we’re always looking for 
volunteers on these days. With over 50 boats to launch we’ll need every 
hand we can get. 

IYC Mooring & Compound Committee 
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South Coast Cruise part 2 
     As I said, we arrived in Falmouth just as the Tall ships rally was about to start. We 

spent a very pleasant week in Falmouth, but soon it was time to move on.  

 

     We left Falmouth late on Sunday morning as the Tall Ships began the Parade of Sail.  

Just about every craft in the area which would float was on the water too – from a big 

cruise ship anchored just north of the harbour to a couple of paddle boards. Manoeuvring 

was difficult and we had to keep a keen lookout.  
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     Ashore, the cliffs were thickly lined with people who couldn’t get afloat, some on 

the walls of Pendennis Castle and some even sitting on the cannon for a better view. 

The crops had been gathered in and the fields were being used as car parks. It was an 

amazing spectacle! 

 

     It took us nearly 2 hours to motor to Helford, a distance of only 6 miles (by sea), due 

to the number of craft around the entrance to Falmouth. However, Helford was quite 

different: quiet, peaceful and beautiful. Due to the warnings about eel grass, mussel beds 

and oyster beds, we decided not to anchor in the river. Luckily, the visitors’ buoys were 

large and clearly marked, and each had a pickup buoy to make things easier. 

  

     Helford must be the prettiest village in Cornwall, with thatched houses lining both 

sides of a narrow tidal creek crossed by a ford and a footbridge. The staff at Helford 

sailing club were friendly and helpful, and the clubhouse had fantastic views across the 

river to Helford Passage. On the other side of the creek was “The Shipwrights Arms” 

which had its own landing pontoon for dinghies.  
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     We spent one evening enjoying a 

drink and watching two men who 

had been out fishing (and drinking 

as well) trying to moor their boat to 

the pontoon. The first one stepped 

ashore very carefully, then realised 

that he had forgotten the painter. So 

he stepped back on board and went 

to the cockpit, where his friend gave 

him a full glass of beer (instead of 

the painter). He stepped ashore with 

it, without spilling a drop, but still 

without the painter. So he had a sip of beer and stepped back on board again, being 

careful not to spill any of his drink. This continued for some time - it was like watching 

a Laurel and Hardy film! Eventually the 

waitress called across to him to be 

careful. “You can’t swim, remember!” 

We had to leave before they finished 

mooring up, but fortunately we could 

see that they were there safely next 

morning! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     A favourable “weather window” for sailing to the Isles of Scilly was forecast, so we 

set off the next day for Newlyn. We had heard that Newlyn was a commercial fishing 

harbour, only to be used by leisure vessels in emergency, so we called ahead to make 

sure that we could stay for one night and were told that we were welcome to use one of 

the six moorings allocated to leisure vessels. Next morning we set off in a moderate 

westerly wind, tacking out to sea then back in towards the coast. However, in spite of 

the forecast, we soon found ourselves enveloped in a heavy sea mist. Suddenly a large 

ship loomed up in front of us; it had been hidden by the fog. Luckily it was at anchor. 

Shortly another ship became visible and we realised that there were quite a few anchored 

along the coastline and had to keep a sharp lookout. But as we sailed into Mount’s Bay, 

the mist cleared and we could see St. Michael’s Mount in the distance, towering over 

the bay. 

     We were relieved to reach Newlyn harbour safely and quickly moored up. The berths 

in Newlyn are very wide; some of the fishing vessels prefer to use them. It was clearly 

a commercial harbour: a huge fishing vessel was being unloaded behind us and there 

were cages tied to the mooring cleats, with crayfish being kept in the water inside them. 

High tide at Helford  

Our dinghy tied to the pub's jetty  
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There was quite a strong smell of 

fish too. The fishermen were very 

friendly, but there were none of the 

facilities you would find in a 

marina, no toilets at all (a holding 

tank is essential here!) There was 

only 1 electrical point between 3 

pontoons. (We borrowed a splitter 

– must get our own next time!) 

 

    Early next morning, after 

checking the forecast, we set off for 

the Isles of Scilly. As we rounded 

Land’s End, we saw the dark 

triangular fins of dolphins in the distance several times. We also saw some unusual fins 

twice: they were the same shape as dolphin’s fins, but were folded over and lay on top 

of the water rather than protruding. At the time, we did not know what they were, but 

we have since discovered that they were sun fish. 
 

    We had read that the islands are low lying and difficult to see from the deck of a 

sailing boat and I was feeling a bit nervous as a result, although we were using the GPS 

as well as taking regular bearings, recording our speed, direction and position every 

hour as usual. There was a light wind (from the west of course), so we ended up 

motoring across to St. Mary’s. I was quite disappointed to find that we could easily see 

the island before Cornwall was out of sight! But we were lucky to have a weather 

window with such good visibility.  
 

    The Isles of Scilly are not very high and each one has its own distinctive character. 

We approached St. Mary’s from the west and motored through St. Mary’s Channel 

round the south of the island to the capital, 

Hughtown. Hughtown is quite well 

populated, with several pubs and restaurants, 

and a small shopping centre. We picked up a 

buoy there and dinghied ashore for a shower, 

and to explore the town. 

  

    We spent the next day there, walking 

around exploring the old fort (now converted 

into a hotel) and looking at Bronze Age and 

Iron Age remains, mainly burial mounds and 

ancient barrows. We found a lovely 

restaurant there, overlooking the harbour, where the sparrows were so friendly that they 

would take bread from your hand, perching on your finger to reach it. In fact, we went 

back here for dinner that evening! The food was delicious, and the view was beautiful. 

Newlyn harbour 

St. Mary's  
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   The next day was overcast and the sea 

was getting a bit bouncy, so we moved on 

to Tresco, a much smaller island with one 

pub (The New Inn), a few houses and a 

holiday centre with chalets, a supermarket 

and a laundry, where the staff will wash 

and iron one bag of laundry for £9.50. The 

water here was beautifully clear; going 

ashore by dinghy was like flying over the 

seabed as you could see right to the bottom 

in twelve feet of water! In fact, at one point 

Bob thought we were about to go aground – he is not used to being able to see the sea 

bed when he is at anchor in Essex! We spent 2 days between Tresco and Bryher, 

exploring both islands, which did not take very long. Bryher is an agricultural island, 

with lots of “trust” stalls selling fresh fruit and vegetables. There was also a small 

bar/café selling delicious pasties and a 

smart hotel, and one hill with lovely views 

of the whole island and across to Tresco.  

 

 

We would have liked to explore other 

islands, but unfortunately, the weather 

forecast began to deteriorate and we 

decided to start our journey home.                         

 

 

    Next morning, with a light northerly 

wind, we set off for Cornwall. Once we had cleared the Isles of Scilly the wind picked 

up and we were making good speed towards Land’s End. We usually share the watch, 

doing 2 hours on and 2 hours off each. It was my watch and Bob had gone below decks 

to rest. Suddenly, I sighted fins in the distance off our starboard quarter………….. 

 

By Gillian Hough 

(Part 3 to follow) 

 

 

 

“Probably the best pub on Tresco” 

Our mooring at Tresco, as seen from Bryher 


